
1 

Name Authority Records in 

RDA 
 

GPO Library Technical Services Webcast and Webinar 

Series 

Presented by GPO, Library Services & 

Content Management, Library Technical 

Services 

Marty Bokow 

Administrative Librarian for Authority Control  (Presenter) 

GPO 

 



2 

GPO NACO Review Team Members 
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ÅDavid Hitchings, Librarian (Cataloger) 

ÅLiselle Drake, Librarian (Cataloger) 

ÅFang Gao, Supervisory Librarian (Cataloging) 

 

Agenda: Some changes in name 

authority records (NARs) due to RDA 
 
ÁWhy the changes? -- FRBR, FRAD, and RDA 

ÁHow to read RDA name authority records 

ÁReal life stories from GPO 

ÁChanges in the authorized access points due to RDA 

ÁSynchronizing your bibliographic file with your authority file 

ÁFinally, this 1 hour session can only be an overview, so let 

us know which aspects you would like us to cover in future 

sessions. 
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What this presentation will not cover: 

Á How to catalog name authority records 

Á Subject authority records 

Á Governments and other organizations that are places 

(such as countries, states, cities, water districts, etc.) 

Á Series authority records é  

Á and other authority records for works and expressions 

(titles é formerly, uniform titles) 

So: 
Let us know what you would like us to cover in future training 

sessions. 

(We also will not cover:)         J 
 

Your favorite rock bands! (Rock bands are corporate bodies, 

for example:)  

Creedence Clearwater Revival (Musical group) 

 

(but be sure to take the quiz on page 3 of your handout é) 
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Acronyms & Definitions 

AACR2: Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules, 2nd edition ï the 

previous cataloging standard 

AAP: Authorized Access Point (formerly called ñheadingò) 

Bib record: bibliographic record 

CGP: Catalog of Government Publications (maintained by GPO) 

ILS: Integrated Library System 

LC: Library of Congress 

LC NACO File: also known as the LC Name Authority File 

MARC: Machine Readable Cataloging (also MARC 21) 

NACO: Name Authority Cooperative ï the component of the PCC for 

name authority records 

NAR: Name Authority Record 

PCC: Program for Cooperative Cataloging 
RDA: Resource Description and Access ï the new cataloging 
standard 

Name Authority Records (NARs): 

Á Any institution may create and maintain their own local 

authority records 

Á GPO has been a PCC NACO participant since 1977 

Á Therefore, GPO creates and modifies records in the 

Library of Congress Name Authority File, or the LC NACO 

file (over 1,300 records in 2013!) 

Consequently: 
All examples will be records that exist in the LC NACO file. 

These records can be found in OCLC, and in various library 

catalogs. 
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Changes in Terminology 

AACR2 

ÅHeading       Ą             

 

ÅSee reference    Ą 

 

ÅSee also reference    Ą 

    
 
 

 

RDA 

Authorized access point (AAP) 

 

Variant access point 

 

Authorized access point for 

related entity 

 Examples: 

Heading/AAP: United States. General Accounting Office 

See reference/Variant access point: GAO 

See also reference/Authorized access point for related entity: 

Successor: United States. Government Accountability Office 

 

Why the changes? -- FRBR, FRAD, and 

RDA 

 

 

 

 

Functional Requirements for Bibliographic 
Records (FRBR), 1998 

Functional Requirements for Authority Data 
(FRAD), 2009 

Statement of International Cataloguing 
Principles, 2009 

 

http://www.ifla.org/publications/functional-requirements-for-bibliographic-records
http://www.ifla.org/publications/functional-requirements-for-bibliographic-records
http://www.ifla.org/publications/functional-requirements-for-authority-data
http://www.ifla.org/publications/functional-requirements-for-authority-data
http://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/icp/icp_2009-en.pdf
http://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/icp/icp_2009-en.pdf
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Functional Requirements for 

Bibliographic Records (FRBR) 

 
User Tasks: 

ÅFind 

ÅIdentify 

ÅSelect 

ÅObtain 

 

FRBR & FRAD: conceptual entity-

relationship models 

Å Entities (in 3 groups) 

Å Attributes  

Å Relationships (between groups of entities) 
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Group 2 Entities: those responsible for the 

intellectual or artistic content 
ÅPerson 

ÅCorporate Body: 

an organization 

or group of 

persons and/or 

organizations 

ÅFamily  

Group 2 Entities and 

ñResponsibilitiesò 

Relationships 

Family 

Functional Requirements for Authority 

Data (FRAD) 

 Extension of FRBR--describes: 

 

ÅEntities of authority data  

    (persons, corporate bodies, 

    etc.) 

ÅTheir attributes                                          

ÅRelationships between entities 

ÅAlso, their names and  

    controlled access points 
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known by 

Bibliographic 

Entities 

Names and/or 

Identifiers 

Controlled Access 

Points 
basis for 

Glenn Patton, Getting to know FRAD, ALA, June 2008 

Definitions 

Á Name: A word, character, or group of words and/or 

characters by which an entity is known. 

Å Preferred name ï chosen to identify the entity, and is 

the basis for the authorized access point 

Å Variant name ï differs from that chosen for the preferred 

name  

Á Controlled access point: A name, term, code, etc. under 

which a bibliographic or authority record or reference will be 

found. 

Å Authorized access point ï standardized access point, 

constructed using the preferred name 

Å Variant access point ï alternative to authorized access 

point, constructed using a variant name 
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Example 

Á Name: A word, character, or group of words and/or 

characters by which an entity is known. 

Å Preferred name ï William Shakespeare 

Å Variant name ï ilyam Shespir 

 

Á Controlled access point: A name, term, code, etc. under 

which a bibliographic or authority record or reference will be 

found. 

Å Authorized access point ï Shakespeare, William, 

1564-1616 

Å Variant access point ï Shespir, ilyam, 1564-1616 

 

Example 

 Preferred name ï William Shakespeare 

 is the basis for: 

Authorized access point ï Shakespeare, William, 1564-

1616 

 

 Variant name ï ilyam Shespir 

 is the basis for: 

 Variant access point ï Shespir, ilyam, 1564-1616 
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Functions of the Authority File  

 
1) Document decisions 

2) Serve as reference tool 

3) Control forms of access points 

4) Support access to bibliographic file 

5) Link bibliographic and authority files 

Glenn Patton, Getting to know FRAD, ALA, June 2008 

User Tasks associated with Group 2 
entities  

FRAD  

 

ÅFind 

Å Identify 

ÅContextualize 

ÅJustify 

RDA (1st page!)  

 

ÅFind 

Å Identify 

ÅClarify 

ÅUnderstand 
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User Tasks associated with Group 2 

entities 

FRAD: Find an entity or set of entities corresponding to 
stated criteria (i.e., to find either a single entity or a set of 
entities using an attribute or relationship of the entity as the 
search criteria). 

RDA: Find information on that entity and on resources 
associated with the entity. 

Pat Riva, 2008: Find entities that correspond to the search 
criteria, or explore bibliographic entities. 

User Tasks associated with Group 2 

entities 

FRAD: Identify an entity (i.e., to confirm that the entity 
represented corresponds to the entity sought, to distinguish 
between two or more entities with similar characteristics). 

RDA: Identifyðto confirm that the entity described 
corresponds to the entity sought, or to distinguish between 
two or more entities with similar names, etc. 

Pat Riva, 2008: Identify an entity as being the one sought, or 
validate the form of name to be used. 
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User Tasks associated with Group 2 

entities 

FRAD: Contextualize - place a person, corporate body, 
work, etc. in context; clarify the relationship between two or 
more persons, corporate bodies, works, etc.; or clarify the 
relationship between a person, corporate body, etc. and a 
name by which that person, corporate body, etc. is known.  

RDA: Clarify the relationship between two or more such 
entities, or to clarify the relationship between the entity 
described and a name by which that entity is known. 

Pat Riva, 2008: Contextualize - provide context, clarify 
relationships 

 

User Tasks associated with Group 2 

entities 

FRAD: Justify - document the authority record creatorôs 
reason for choosing the name or form of name on which a 
controlled access point is based. 

RDA: Understand why a particular name or form of name 
has been chosen as the preferred name for the entity. 
(modified) 

Pat Riva, 2008: Justify ï document the reason for choosing 
the name or form of name used. 
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Prominent RDA Features: 

Instructions describe ñattributesò (i.e., 

characteristics) and relationships of ñentities,ò such 

as Group 2 entities: persons, corporate bodies, 

and families). 

 

These attributes become data elements in RDA. 

Structure of RDA: a chapter example 
 
11. Identifying Corporate Bodies 

11.1    General Guidelines on Identifying Corporate Bodies 

11.2    Name of the Corporate Body 

11.3    Place Associated with the Corporate Body 

11.4    Date Associated with the Corporate Body 

11.5    Associated Institution 

11.6    Number of a Conference, etc. 

11.7    Other Designation Associated with the Corporate Body  [Type of] 

11.8    Language of the Corporate Body  

11.9    Address of the Corporate Body  

11.10  Field of Activity of the Corporate Body  

11.11  Corporate History 

11.12  Identifier for the Corporate Body  

11.13  Constructing Access Points to Represent Corporate Bodies 
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How to read RDA name authority records 

ï New fields for corporate bodies 

 

 

 

Á046:  Special coded dates (RDA 11.4) 

Á368:  Other corporate body attributes (RDA 11.7) 

Á370:  Associated place (RDA 11.3) 

Á372:  Field of activity (RDA 11.10) 

Á373:  Associated group (RDA 11.5) 

Á377:  Associated language  (RDA 11.8) 

Á678:  Corporate history (RDA 11.11) 

 

 

 

 
 

Attributes of persons: RDA chapter 
 
9. Identifying Persons 

9.1    General Guidelines on Identifying Persons 

9.2    Name of the Person 

9.3    Date Associated with the Person 

9.4    Title of the Person 

9.5    Fuller Form of Name 

9.6    Other Designation Associated with the Person 

9.7    Gender 

9.8    Place of Birth 

9.9    Place of Death é 

9.11  Place of Residence, etc. é 

9.13  Affiliation é 

9.15  Field of Activity of the Person 

9.16  Profession of Occupation 

9.17  Biographical Information 

etc. 
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How to read RDA name authority records 

ï New fields for persons 

 

 

 

Á046:  Special coded dates (RDA 9.3) 

Á370:  Associated place (RDA 9.8 -- 9.11) 

Á372:  Field of activity (RDA 9.15) 

Á373:  Associated group (RDA 9.13) 

Á374:  Occupation (RDA 9.16) 

Á375:  Gender (RDA 9.7) 

Á377:  Associated language  (RDA 9.14) 

Á678:  Biographical data (RDA 9.17) 

 

 

 

 
 

How to read RDA name authority records 

 Begin by ignoring all the 3XX fields (those beginning with the 

digit 3). This leaves the familiar 1XX, 4XX, and 670 fields. 
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How to read RDA name authority records 

 1XX (authorized access point), 4XX (see from reference or 

variant access point), and 670 (source data found) fields. 

 

 

New fields 
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New fields 

   

 

 

New fields ï MARC field help 
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Deciphering NARs 

Á MARC 21 Format for Authority Data: 
http://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/  

Á h/[/Ωǎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΥ CƻǊƳŀǘ and Indexes: 
http://www.oclc.org/support/services/worldcat/documentation/au
thorities/authformat.en.html 

Á RDA Toolkit: http:// access.rdatoolkit.org/ or right-click in field in 
OCLC - contains various mappings & resources under the TOOLS 
tab, such as: 

ÁMARC Authority to RDA Mapping 

ÁNUL: MARC Tags & RDA Elements for Name Authorities: 
 http:// access.rdatoolkit.org/wka985.html   

 

Accessing the RDA Toolkit from OCLC 
 

 

 

http://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/
http://www.oclc.org/support/services/worldcat/documentation/authorities/authformat.en.html
http://www.oclc.org/support/services/worldcat/documentation/authorities/authformat.en.html
http://access.rdatoolkit.org/
http://access.rdatoolkit.org/
http://access.rdatoolkit.org/wka985.html
http://access.rdatoolkit.org/wka985.html
http://access.rdatoolkit.org/wka985.html
http://access.rdatoolkit.org/wka985.html
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Deciphering NARs 

Resources from the Program for Cooperative Cataloging (PCC): 

Á MARC 21 Encoding to Accommodate new RDA Elements 046 and 
3XX in NARs and SARs: 
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/rda/PCC%20RDA%20guidelines/RDA%
20in%20NARs-SARs_PCC.doc 

Á Fairclough, Ian. MARC Authority 368 and 37X Fields: 
http://digilib.gmu.edu/jspui/bitstream/1920/8011/1/MARCAuthori
ty368and37Xfields.pdf  (from: 
http://digilib.gmu.edu:8080/xmlui/handle/1920/8011?show=full) 

 

 

 

 

Deciphering NARs 

MARC Standards website: 

http://www.loc.gov/marc/RDAinMARC.html  

 

Searching WorldCat 

Indexes http://oc.lc/5SfZ7D  Bulletins that cover them: 

http://oc.lc/zcWZjW. 

 

MARC Standards has a convenient MARC Format Overview 

http://www.loc.gov/marc/status.html, that gives links to all the 

updates   

OCLC RDA page: http://www.oclc.org/rda.en.html  

http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/rda/PCC RDA guidelines/RDA in NARs-SARs_PCC.doc
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/rda/PCC RDA guidelines/RDA in NARs-SARs_PCC.doc
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/rda/PCC RDA guidelines/RDA in NARs-SARs_PCC.doc
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/rda/PCC RDA guidelines/RDA in NARs-SARs_PCC.doc
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/rda/PCC RDA guidelines/RDA in NARs-SARs_PCC.doc
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/rda/PCC RDA guidelines/RDA in NARs-SARs_PCC.doc
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/rda/PCC RDA guidelines/RDA in NARs-SARs_PCC.doc
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/rda/PCC RDA guidelines/RDA in NARs-SARs_PCC.doc
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/rda/PCC RDA guidelines/RDA in NARs-SARs_PCC.doc
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/rda/PCC RDA guidelines/RDA in NARs-SARs_PCC.doc
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/rda/PCC RDA guidelines/RDA in NARs-SARs_PCC.doc
http://digilib.gmu.edu/jspui/bitstream/1920/8011/1/MARCAuthority368and37Xfields.pdf
http://digilib.gmu.edu/jspui/bitstream/1920/8011/1/MARCAuthority368and37Xfields.pdf
http://digilib.gmu.edu/jspui/bitstream/1920/8011/1/MARCAuthority368and37Xfields.pdf
http://digilib.gmu.edu/jspui/bitstream/1920/8011/1/MARCAuthority368and37Xfields.pdf
http://digilib.gmu.edu/jspui/bitstream/1920/8011/1/MARCAuthority368and37Xfields.pdf
http://digilib.gmu.edu/jspui/bitstream/1920/8011/1/MARCAuthority368and37Xfields.pdf
http://digilib.gmu.edu/jspui/bitstream/1920/8011/1/MARCAuthority368and37Xfields.pdf
http://digilib.gmu.edu/jspui/bitstream/1920/8011/1/MARCAuthority368and37Xfields.pdf
http://digilib.gmu.edu/jspui/bitstream/1920/8011/1/MARCAuthority368and37Xfields.pdf
http://digilib.gmu.edu/jspui/bitstream/1920/8011/1/MARCAuthority368and37Xfields.pdf
http://digilib.gmu.edu/jspui/bitstream/1920/8011/1/MARCAuthority368and37Xfields.pdf
http://digilib.gmu.edu/jspui/bitstream/1920/8011/1/MARCAuthority368and37Xfields.pdf
http://digilib.gmu.edu:8080/xmlui/handle/1920/8011?show=full
http://digilib.gmu.edu:8080/xmlui/handle/1920/8011?show=full
http://digilib.gmu.edu:8080/xmlui/handle/1920/8011?show=full
http://digilib.gmu.edu:8080/xmlui/handle/1920/8011?show=full
http://digilib.gmu.edu:8080/xmlui/handle/1920/8011?show=full
http://digilib.gmu.edu:8080/xmlui/handle/1920/8011?show=full
http://digilib.gmu.edu:8080/xmlui/handle/1920/8011?show=full
http://www.loc.gov/marc/RDAinMARC.html
http://www.loc.gov/marc/RDAinMARC.html
http://oc.lc/5SfZ7D
http://oc.lc/5SfZ7D
http://oc.lc/5SfZ7D
http://oc.lc/5SfZ7D
http://oc.lc/5SfZ7D
http://oc.lc/zcWZjW
http://www.loc.gov/marc/status.html
http://www.oclc.org/rda.en.html
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User friendly record displays ï Your ILS 

 

 

User friendly record displays ï Your ILS 
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User friendly record displays ï LC Authorities: At LC 

Authorities (http://authorities.loc.gov/), view a record with the ñlabelled 

display.ò 

 

 

 

Real life stories from GPO 

The next three examples focus on GPOôs work in its own 
catalog, the CGP (Catalog of Government Publications). This, 
after all, is what most of you doðassist your users with your 
own catalog and collection. In the following examples, the 
actions ñdeleteò and ñloadò refer to GPOôs ILS (the CGP). Bib 
records refer to those in the CGP.  

 
 

 

http://authorities.loc.gov/
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Real life stories from GPO: Example 1 

GPO receives a report from our authority control vendor 
every 6 months: ñAuthority Records Deleted by LC.ò Since the 
vendor works with GPOôs database, this report is limited to 
authority records in GPOôs ILS (that have been deleted from 
the LC authority file). On the report is: 

=001  n\\87135716\ 

=005  20140114232316.0 

=010  \\$an  87135716  

=100  1\$aCooke, Brian 

=670  \\$aRecord deleted from LC authority record files 
 
 

 

 Real life stories from GPO: Example 1 
The control number of the deleted record is searched in the 
LC authority file (in OCLC). It has been merged into: 
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 Only 1 record in the CGP with ñBrian Cooke:ò 

[ 

Example 1 - explanation 

In the CGP 

ÅCooke, Brian 

(uncontrolled access 

point) 

ÅIdentity: a geologist 

 

In the LC authority file 

ÅCooke, Brian, 1937- 

(authorized access point) 

 

ÅIdentity: a television writer 

 

 Different bibliographic entities/identities 

= 
Different persons 
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Example 1 - results 

Á Delete (from our ILS) the LC deleted record for: Cooke, 

Brian 

Á Do not load (into our ILS) the merged record for the 

television writer: Cooke, Brian, 1937-  

Á Search the LC authority file (in OCLC) for: Cooke, Brian (not 

found) 

Á Leave the access point (Cooke, Brian) in the bib record as 

is and unauthorized. GPO does not perform authority work on 

personal names, except for Congressional publications. 

Real life stories from GPO: Example 2 

Another entry in the report: ñAuthority Records Deleted by 
LC.ò 

=LDR  00256dz   2200097n  4500 

=001  n\\97856347\ 

=005  20140114232316.0 

=008  140114n|\acannbbbn\\\\\\\\\\|n\ana\\\\\\ 

=010  \\$an  97856347  

=100  1$aRichards, M. C. 

=670  \\$aRecord deleted from LC authority record files 
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Real life stories from GPO: Example 2 
The control number of the deleted record is searched in 
OCLC. It has been merged into: 

Browse Authors in the CGP for ñRichards, M. C.ò 
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 Example of a record in the CGP with ñM.C. Richardsò 

Example 2 - explanation 

In the CGP 

ÅRichards, M. C. 

(unauthorized access 

point) 

 

ÅIdentity: a rocket scientist 

 

In the LC authority file 

ÅRichards, Mary Caroline 

(authorized access point) 

ÅRichards, M. C. (variant 

access point) 

ÅIdentity: a poet 

 

Different persons 
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Example 2 - results 

Á Delete the LC deleted record for: Richards, M. C. 

Á Do not load the merged record for the poet: Richards, Mary 

Caroline 

Á Search the LC authority file (in OCLC) for: Richards, M. C. 

(only leads to the poet above) 

Á Leave the access point (Richards, M. C.) in the bib records 

as is and unauthorized. GPO does not perform authority work 

on personal names, except for Congressional publications. 

Real life stories from GPO: Example 3 

Another entry in the report: ñAuthority Records Deleted by 
LC.ò 

=LDR  00260dz   2200097n  4500 

=001  no\96027638\ 

=005  20140114232316.0 

=008  140114n|\acannbbbn\\\\\\\\\\|n\ana\\\\\\ 

=010  \\$ano 96027638  

=100  1$aWeisburd, Melvin I. 

=670  \\$aRecord deleted from LC authority record files 
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Real life stories from GPO: Example 3 
The control number of the deleted record is searched in 
OCLC. It has been merged into: 

Only 1 record in the CGP with ñWeisburd, Melvin I.ò 


